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He said unto them, have ye received the Holy
Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him,
we have not so much as heard whether there be
any Holy Ghost.”

Acts 19:2

Have you received the Holy Spirit after you believed in Jesus Christ? I wonder how many
Christians who profess that they believe in Christ have not yet received the Holy Spirit.
Throughout history the subject of the Holy Spirit may be one of the most debated topics. For
most church leaders it is a matter of control in the body of Christ. Are we missing something
that God intended for our life as a Christian? We may sing about the Holy spirit, but not allow
His movement within the congregation. The Holy Spirit is a mystery for many, yet it is the
vehicle in which God moves to bless his people within the congregation. It is the Holy Spirit
who brings conviction within our heart to change the way we are living. What did Jesus say
about the Holy Spirit. Is the Holy Spirit our comforter? Yes, the comforter is the Spirit of truth,
and who testifies of Jesus [see John 15:26]. Let us look into the gospel of John in chapter 16.

And when the Spirit [he] is come, he will reprove
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment.”

John 16:8
This is known as the threefold ministry of the Holy Spirit. Read on to the next three verses in
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John chapter 16. The Spirit convicts us of sin because there are those who do not believe in
Jesus. The Spirit convicts us about righteousness, for Jesus goes to the Father and the Father
see us only through his son who is our righteousness. The Spirit convicts us about judgment for
the prince of this world is judged who is the devil.

If we do not have the Spirit, who will guide us into truth? Jesus said it is the Spirit who will
guide us into all truth, for he shall not speak of himself, but whatever he shall hear, that shall
he speak, and he will show us things to come, [see John 16:13-14]. It is the Spirit that helps us
to glorify Christ. Jesus said, “if I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto me,” John
12:32. How can we draw close to him without the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Jesus also said, “And I
will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you
forever;” John 14:16. We will never be alone if we have the Holy Spirit living within our heart.
Will you give your heart to the Lord?

Will you give the Lord your heart?
We surrender our heart and ourselves to the Lord so He can create in us a new clean heart. We
must have our stony cold heart changed.

“A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
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will I put within you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart
of flesh.”

Ezekiel 36:26

Ah, yes, a new spirit will He put within you, and He will give you a heart of flesh. A heart of
flesh for He has awakened you spiritually to the love of God. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God the apostle Paul said in Ephesians 4:30, whereby you are sealed unto the day of
redemption. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit of God to which Jesus prayed that he would
send to each person who believes in Him. The apostle Paul was asking those who were
disciples of John the Baptist in Acts chapter 19, “to whom where you baptized.” To whom
where you baptized into? Paul said that John baptized unto repentance, but it is Jesus who you
should believe in who came after John the Baptist. Paul than laid his hands upon them and the
Holy Spirit came on them and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. Glory to God they got
the baptism in the Holy Spirit. All we have to do is ask for the Holy Spirit to come upon us.
Jesus provided the way, and He gives us the comforter who is the Holy Spirit. The Jews were
astonished as to the words of Jesus when he said, “how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him,” Luke 11:13.

This is that which was spoken through the prophet Joel, [see Acts:2:16]. This is that, meaning
to what was spoken previously. The prophet Joel prophesied that God would pour out His Spirit
upon all flesh. This would happen in the latter days in the church, but it also relates to when
Israel will return to the Lord. Yet, the Holy Spirit has been poured out upon those who believe.
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit has brought the charismatic movement through the
centuries, and it is still happening around the world.

Would God that all the Lord’s people were
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prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit
upon them.”

Numbers 11:29

This is Moses’ desire and what the prophet Joel declared. All will prophesy and have visions
and dreams as the Spirit falls down upon them. Be sure that God will fulfill all what Joel
prophesied. These are exciting times for those who are charismatic Christians who have placed
their faith in Christ Jesus and are baptized in the Holy Spirit. How can you hear his voice if you
do not have the Holy Spirit as your comforter. It is the Spirit that searched all things and the
deep things of God. This is not man’s wisdom, for who can know the things of God. It is what
the Holy Spirit teaches and through the Spirit we are able to compare spiritual things with
spiritual as Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 2:10-13. You do not have to fear the Holy Spirit when
you ask the Father for the baptism of the Spirit.

I remember a worship leader who asked me to give him the Holy Spirit. I told him I could not
give him the Holy Spirit, for he must ask the Father for the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit only
comes from the Father and Jesus prayed to the Father that he would give the comforter to
those who would ask. He got it in a parking lot. Yes, the Holy Spirit came down upon him in a
parking lot as he was trying to get into his car. Amazing. We receive it through faith and God
answers our prayer.

“Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man
speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus
accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.”
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1 Corinthians 12:3

Anyone who curses Jesus and who confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of
God. That person is not of the Spirit of God. Those who are baptized in the Holy Ghost will
point to Christ as Lord overall and believe that Jesus came in the flesh and has died for our
sins. If they do not confess this, then they are of the spirit of antichrist [see 1 John 4:1]. John
tells us that the antichrist is already in the world. That is why we must have the Holy Spirit as
our comforter. But we must also test and try the spirit to see if it is of God. John gives us
instruction to try the spirits whether they are of God. We need never fear as to what spirit we
have when within our heart we confess Jesus as Lord who came in the flesh, died and arose
from the grave. We can ask the spirit this question to see if it is of God. We must remember
that we are the temple of God and that His Spirit dwells within us.

It is written “be ye holy for I am holy,” [1Peter 1:16]. Our hearts are purified for the service of
the Lord. That is why the apostle Paul stated, “we are laborers together with God; you are
God’s cultivated field, you are God’s building,” [1 Corinthians 3:9]. Our foundation is built upon
Jesus Christ, and He has called us friends. His love now reigns, and He instructs us to walk in
love. Receive the Holy Spirit in the name of Jesus and walk in love every day.

Overcome Evil
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