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“And now come I to thee; and these things I speak
in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled
in themselves.” John 17:13

“These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might
be full.” John 15:11

Is your joy fulfilled? What does it mean to have Jesus’ joy be fulfilled within us? Jesus said to
continue in my love and abide in my love [see John 15:8-10]. Jesus said, “Herein is my Father
glorified.” The Father is glorified when we stay in the love of Jesus. As we remain in the love of
Jesus, we will bear fruit. We will see beyond what we were or how we have begun in Christ.
This is to bring the joy of the Lord within our hearts.

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart
trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my
heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I
praise him. Psalms 28:7
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Many will go their own selfish ways, but the Lord will be the strength and shield to those who
trust in Him. Those who trust in His help every day. Is your heart rejoicing in the Lord every
day? You may be going through a dry spell or a purging of your ways, but the Lord is preparing
you for a better way to walk in this world. This is what Jesus prayed for in John chapter 17.
Take note of the seven petitions that Jesus prayed.

e That we may have joy.

» To keep us from evil.

 Sanctify us through the word of truth.

» We are sent into the world.

 As Jesus was sanctified, so are we sanctified through the truth.

e That we would be one in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

» The glory that the Father gave to Jesus, Jesus offers to us that we may be one.

This prayer was not only for the twelve disciples, but for all whom the Father gave unto His

Son. Those who believed in Jesus as the Son of God, the gift of salvation for all men and
women. What about the following verse?

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God
of my salvation. The LORD God is my strength, and
he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will

make me to walk upon mine high places.

Habakkuk 3:18-19

Habakkuk was a man with spiritual character who fulfilled God’s calling upon his life.
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Habakkuk had a great love for his people, but he could not understand why God used Babylon
as a rod of correction. Habakkuk questions God about what is happening to his people. The
afflictions they are receiving from the ungodly. What was the reason for the rod? The answer is
given in Habakkuk 2:4-5. It is man’s soul that is lifted up when he is not righteous before the
Lord. These are men who are proud, who drink too much wine, and who do not come home. A
man who goes after his own desires and is not satisfied. A man who has lots of people under
him to rule. If you are perplexed at what you are witnessing in the world today, you are not
alone.

Despite the significant challenges we may face every day, “count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations,” [James 1:2]. God wants us to grow and mature as followers of Jesus. Our
faith must stand on the foundation of Jesus and nothing else. Through faith comes spiritual life.
Without faith, it brings spiritual death. The key factor we may miss is Habakkuk'’s relationship
with God. They had an open dialogue with each other. Plus, God answered Habakkuk's
questions. We do not see any doubt within Habakkuk’s character. Yet, Habakkuk stated, “I will
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation,” [see Habakkuk 3:18].

Habakkuk had a relationship with the Lord God. He was one with God. The prayer petitions of
Jesus are for believers’ lives to stay in fellowship and be one with Him and the Father.
Circumstances are not to take them away from the love of the Lord God. We are to have joy no
matter what conditions we find ourselves in. We are to resist evil and follow the path of Jesus.
We are sanctified through the word of truth. The Holy Spirit will guide us into the truth of our
own ways, if they are different from God’s ways. We must repent of our own ways to walk the
spiritual life in Christ. If you are standing in faith, rejoice in the Lord. Some Christians are
barely making it today. Hold unto faith with a good conscience.

Let us rejoice in the Lord, for “He will make our feet like hinds’ feet, and He will make us walk
in high places,” [see Habakkuk 3:19]. Rejoice in the Lord, for you will overcome all obstacles.
Joy will be fulfilled as the Lord will enlarge the steps of your feet so you will not fall [see Psalms
18:36]. Do not allow circumstances to take your joy away. Bring out the stringed instrument
and sing unto the Lord God. Remember His words and fellowship daily with the Lord God. Your
Joy will be fulfilled.
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“The LORD God is my strength, and he will
make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make
me to walk upon mine high places...”
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