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Whatever things ye desire, when ye pray, believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

Mark 11:24

Did you know that faith has power? Whatever you believe is what you will speak. What you
speak produces the results you are living out every day of your life. Many people do not take
stock of what they say every day. In James 3:6, it is stated that the tongue defiles the whole
body and sets on fire the course of nature, or our path in life. With such a warning, maybe we
should reconsider the words that flow out of our mouth. Jesus spoke to his disciples about the
power of faith by believing in prayer that what you speak, you will receive. Just think about the
fig tree that Jesus cursed because it had no fruit [see Mark 11:12-14 and 20-24]. Peter the
disciple of Jesus, pointed it out to Jesus that the fig tree had withered away, and Jesus said,
“Have faith in God.” Jesus explains to his disciples that they too can have this kind of power if
they would “believe in what they say”.

The power of words is amazing, and we just do not think about it when we speak every day to
those who we are in contact with. Just think about the words spoken on social networks. The
slandering is out of control, and many are hurt at what is being said. Today we have employers
dismissing people by email, rather than facing the individual in person. Add to the list
cyberbullying which is posting rumors and treats. Words are powerful and we need to check
take stock of our speech and behavior to that of a more positive tone rather than a negative
tone. What we speak can be in the power of God and not in the power of man. Knowing that
Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith [Hebrews 12:2] helps us to understand that our
minds can be renewed to having the power of faith in what we speak.

The apostle Paul stated in 2 Corinthians 4:13, “having the same spirit of faith, according as it is
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak” [KJV].
We speak what we believe, and this is powerful. Paul has complete confidence in God, whom he
believes that what is spoken will reveal the nature of God. We must choose blessing or cursing,
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life, or death, in the words we speak. Are the words we speak based upon faith? In 2
Corinthians 4:18 it states that we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are
eternal.” When we pray, we look at what is not seen instead of what is right before us.  I
remember Smith Wigglesworth commenting how when he prayed for the sick in bed, they look
to Jesus rather than the condition of the person in bed.

Can we “Have Faith in God?” Yes, we can, when we put our trust in God through His son Jesus.
However, there is a condition listed in Mark chapter 11 that is overlooked.

When you stand praying, forgive, if ye have
anything[ought] against any, that your Father also,
who is in heaven, may forgive you your trespasses.
But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father,
who is in heaven, forgive your trespasses.

Mark 11:25-26 [KJV]

Many forget that to receive anything from God one must have a pure heart and motive. So, if
you have anger, or unforgiveness against anyone, you must forgive them. This is one reason
why we have unanswered prayers. We only look at what we want, but when it comes to
forgiving it can be very painful to let go of the hurt that an individual has done to us. This
includes not only actions but the many unkind words that has been spoken. Do not let those
behaviors or words pull you down to becoming burdened and angry. Let it go and place it in
God’s hand. Remember that you cannot change another person, but you can be the reason why
somebody changes. When your heart is in the right place you can ask and it shall come to pass,
but forgiveness is the key to the prayer of faith. We can believe, speak, and receive just like
Jesus did.  May we grow in having more faith in God and by taking stock in what we speak.
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