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Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”

Ephesians 6:11

The night is far spent, the day is at hand; let us, therefore, cast off the works of darkness, and
let us put on the armor of light exclaims the apostle Paul in Romans 13:12. I have not heard
anyone preach about putting on the armor of light, but I have heard preaching about the armor
of God. A warrior is one who specializes in combat. The term warrior may bring back thoughts
of the Middle Ages when the Roman Catholic Church brought an order of knights to a religious
military order known as the Crusaders. What does it mean to be a Christian warrior? First of
all, let us remember that a real soldier has had hours of basic training in combat warfare and
have learned all about the enemy tactics. The Spirit-filled believer knows that their helper
comes from the Lord God. They walk in the spirit and not in the personal desires of their own
flesh. They have set themselves aside for the Lord’s service. A Christian knows what defiles a
man.

For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness: All these evil things come from within,
and defile the man.“
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Mark 7:22

A Christian may battle their own demons when it comes to their own heart. These personal
battles must be fought through personal prayers through the Spirit and released in order for
the Holy Spirit to rule a believer’s life. The Christian warfare that he or she fights, is a battle
against spiritual wickedness in high places as Paul tells us in Ephesians chapter 6 in verse 12.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.

Ephesians 6:12

First of all, our battle is not against flesh and blood in the natural world. This means we do not
fight in the physical against anyone. This can be a hard thing to do since we are driven by
emotions to fight in the physical by what we feel emotionally. A Christian puts their life in
God’s hand and does not walk alone. The Holy Spirit is with them every step of the way when
their eyes are upon the Lord. The battleground is the world, for not everyone is a Christian and
will go their own way by following their own will. Paul tells us the fight is in high places which
means in the heavenlies. This means that it is a spiritual battle that is taking place for the souls
of men in this world. This may include Christians who are not walking in the will of God.

For example, I can remember how accusations can take place among the body in the church
where certain individuals went against an individual and wanted to take them down from all
authority within the church. I can remember sitting in a meeting when those in leadership
wanted me to not befriend this individual. Let me make it clear that our Lord stands on our
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behalf in any battle that is being fought. I sat at this meeting grieving in the Spirit and tears
flowed down my face. I could not stop crying. But God knew the heart of these men and
women. The accusations were diffused, and the subject changed. It was the Holy Spirit who
worked on the minds and heart of the leadership. When you can witness this yourself, you
begin to see with new eyes and understand what it means to be in a spiritual battle and what
defiles a man.

A warrior must stand in the truth of God’s word and not in any other word. When Paul tells us
to stand having our loins girded about with truth [Ephesians 6:14], this means to practice
tucking up the longer skirt in order to not be hampered in the battle. In First Peter chapter one
in verse 13, Peter states, “grid up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” It is the revelation of
Jesus Christ that is the hope of our calling, and it is brought to us by the grace of God. Our
minds are to be girded with the truth of Jesus Christ. This will prepare us for the difficult or
challenging circumstances in life that we may face. This has been known as the belt of
knighthood which symbolizes the purity and honor you have through Christ. Then we put on
the breastplate of righteousness as we stand in Christ righteousness and not in our own
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righteousness.

That I may win Christ, and be found in him, not
having mine own righteousness, which is of the
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith.”

Philippians 3:9

Our righteousness is through faith in Christ Jesus, and it is not our own righteousness. The
apostle Paul said, “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth,”
[see Romans 10:4]. In verse three of Romans Chapter ten Paul explains that Israel was ignorant
of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, for they have not
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. Let us make sure that we are not working
for our own righteousness and become ignorant of God’s righteousness like Israel. It is through
faith in Christ only that we received righteousness, and this becomes our breastplate before
our feet is shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Are you ready to walk in the gospel
of peace? Are you walking in the good news of Jesus Christ who came to bring salvation to all
man? This is the everlasting gospel where Jesus died for our sins and was raised up from the
dead for our justification. Christ is the object of our faith. Are we ready to preach the good
news? Are we ready to testify what Christ has done for us?

What will quench the fiery darts of the wicked? Is it not our faith? Yes, it is the shield of faith in
Christ Jesus that will quench the fiery darts of the wicked [see Ephesians 6:16]. Are we ready
to walk in Christ in faith and preach the good news to our friend and neighbor? The word is
neigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach,
states Paul in Romans 10:8. As we take the helmet of our salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. It is Jesus who was perfect and who became the author of eternal
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salvation to all who would believe and obey [see Hebrews 5:9]. The word of God is the sword of
the Spirit for it will discern our thoughts and what is in our hearts.

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”

Hebrews 4:12

The word of God is our sword in every battle that we enter. This is the warrior’s weapon the
word of God spoken in truth by the Spirit of God. We must gain revelation to its true meaning
in our own life. The apostle Paul was a warrior for God and had the armor of God on and he
knew where he stood in Christ. He was hindered from reaching the church at Thessalonians.
Paul stated it was Satan that hindered him [see 1 Thessalonians 2:18]. Paul was bold in
speaking the gospel of God and it was without deceit [see 1 Thessalonians 2:3]. We can also be
hindered by Satan; therefore, we must pray with all prayers and supplication in the Spirit to be
unhindered and watch with perseverance and supplication for all saints. Remember the word is
neigh thee even in thy mouth. Put on the Lord Jesus, for Jesus is the armor of God. Christ must
live inside us, for our victory is in Christ. Whatever battle you may be in, remember you are not
alone when you put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Standfast in the Lord who is the victor in every
battle. That means you are standing in victory through Christ. Give thanks to the Lord, and “be
not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but
God’s,” [2 Chronicles 20:15].”

The sting of death is sin; and the strength of
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sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 15:56
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